
THE PRIESTLEY SOCIETYPRIVATE 


(Mayo Surgical Alumni)


Constitution and Bylaws
Article I - Name


This Society shall be called "The Priestley Society (Mayo Surgical Alumni)".

Article II - Object


This Society was founded in honor of Dr. James T. Priestley, II, for the continuation, promotion and diffusion of knowledge of the fine art and science of surgery.

Article III - Membership


The Society shall consist of regular and honorary members.


Section 1 - Regular Membership



A.
The regular membership shall be limited to those surgeons who have completed a surgical residency or fellowship at Mayo Graduate School of Medicine, and who have indicated or demonstrated their intent to be active and participating members of The Priestley Society.



B.
Current Mayo Clinic Staff members who have not trained at the institution.  This category of member will be regular dues-paying members with full privileges.


Section 2 - Honorary Membership




Honorary membership shall be limited to twenty (20) members at any one time.





Honorary members will not be required to pay any fees, dues, or assessments.  They shall not be privileged to vote or hold office.  Their names may be submitted to the Council by any regular member, and a unanimous vote of the Council will be required before candidates may be proposed to the full Membership for election.  The member proposed shall be a surgeon in good standing who has rendered distinguished service to the cause of medicine and surgery, and who has shown outstanding ability and achievement in the continuation, promotion and diffusion of knowledge of the fine art and science of surgery.
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Section 3 - Election to Membership



A.
Regular Membership





The names of applicants shall be submitted to the Council by the Secretary/Treasurer at the satisfactory completion of their period of training.  They shall be proposed to the full Membership and elected at the next regular meeting of the Society.



B.
Honorary Membership





Honorary membership may be proposed by the Council.  The Council shall have the responsibility of reviewing the qualifications and interest of the proposed member, and shall make their recommendation for vote to the full Membership at the next regular meeting.


Section 4 - Acceptance of Membership




Each new member shall be notified in writing of her/his election to membership in The Priestley Society.  He/she shall be requested to notify the Secretary/Treasurer of their acceptance of the invitation.


Section 5 - Termination of Membership




Termination of membership may be requested by any regular or honorary member.  Termination of membership will require a vote of the majority of Members present and voting.  The major indication for termination of membership is delinquent dues.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall notify every member who is more than two years delinquent in submitting dues.

Article IV - Officers


Section 1 - Elected Officers




Elected officers of the Society shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, and six members in the Council.  The President, President-Elect, and Vice President shall serve for a term of one year.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall serve for a period of six years.  The members elected 
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at-large to the Council shall serve for a period of three years, the terms being staggered so that two members of the Council are elected each year.  In addition, the immediate ex-president shall be a  member of the Council for one year.


Section 2 - Nominations




All officers, including the elected members to the Council, shall be nominated by a committee of three or more members, who shall be appointed by the President.


Section 3 - Elections




The election of officers shall take place at the Executive Committee meeting which shall be held at a specified time during or prior to the regular meeting.  At this time, following the report of the Nominating Committee, additional nominations may be accepted from the floor.  A majority of votes cast shall constitute an election.


Section 4 - Vacancies




Any vacancy (except for President) occurring during the year among the officers of the Society, due to death or termination of membership in the Society, shall be filled by the Council.  A vacancy in the Presidency shall be filled by the Vice President.

Article V - Duties of Officers


Section 1 - President




The President shall preside at the meetings of The Priestley Society, preserve order, regulate debates, sign certificates of membership, approve bills, appoint committees not otherwise provided for, announce results of elections, and perform all the duties legitimately appertaining to this office.


Section 2 - President-Elect




The President-Elect shall serve as a member of the Council.  He/she shall assume the duties of President at the next regular meeting following his/her election.
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Section 3 - Vice President




The Vice President shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the President.  He/she shall succeed to the Presidency upon that office becoming vacant due to death, resignation, or termination of membership, and shall be a member of the Council.


Section 4 - Secretary/Treasurer




The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep minutes of the Society.  He/she shall attest to all official acts requiring certification with or independent of the President.  He/she shall take charge of all papers not otherwise provided for.  He/she shall serve as Secretary and keep minutes of the meetings of the Council.  He/she shall approve bills for current expenses of the Society.  He/she shall issue, at least four (4) weeks prior to each regular meeting, a notice of the time and place of the meeting.  He/she shall prepare a printed program for mailing to each member and invited guest.




It shall be the duty of the Secretary/Treasurer to receive all money and funds belonging to the Society.  He/she shall pay all bills and collect all dues and assessments, as promptly as possible.  He/she shall report to the Society at each meeting the names of any members in arrears regarding dues.


Section 5 - Council




The Council shall consist of six members elected at-large with the President of the Society, the President-Elect, the immediate Past President, the Vice President, and the Secretary/Treasurer.  The at-large members of the Council shall be elected for three-year terms, two members to be elected each year.  The Council shall be the executive body of the Society.  The President of the Society shall preside over Council meetings, and the Secretary/Treasurer of the Society shall be the Secretary of the Council.  Regular meetings of the Council shall be held at the call of the President, during or immediately prior to each annual meeting.  Special meetings of the Council may be held on call of the President of the Council at any time or at the request of any three members of the Council.  A majority of the Members of the Council constitutes a quorum.  The Council shall approve, as eligible, the names of all proposed 
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candidates before such names are placed upon the official list under consideration.  They shall notify the Secretary/Treasurer to prepare a ballot and supply the names which have been approved for election to Honorary membership.  Accurate minutes of the proceedings of the Council shall be kept by the Secretary/Treasurer, and a report made to the Society at each annual meeting.  The Council shall act as a Board of Censors for the trial of all alleged offenses against the Constitution and Bylaws or unprofessional conduct of any member of the Society; it alone shall have the power of moving their expulsion.  The Council also has the power to waive dues, make assessments, decide on attendance requirements of meetings, and to make other decisions in the best interest of the Society.  Decisions of the Council must be approved by regular members at the next meeting of the Society.

Article VI - Meetings


Section 1 - Annual Meeting




There shall be held annual meetings of the Society at such place and at such time as may be designated by a vote of the Society.


Section 2 - Special Meetings




A special meeting may be called at any time by the President, and it shall be the duty of the President to call such a meeting upon the request in writing of any 20% of the full Membership, exclusive of the Honorary members.


Section 3 - Quorum




For the transaction of business or election, any number of members at any regular meeting shall constitute a quorum.  For changes in the Constitution and Bylaws, and for the expulsion of a member, 20% of the voting Membership shall be required to form a quorum.  This may be achieved by mailing to the Membership.
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Article VII - Dues


Section 1 - Initiation Fee




There shall be no initiation fee.


Section 2 - Annual Dues




The annual dues shall be set by the Executive Committee with the approval of the Membership.


Section 3 - Assessments




Assessments may be approved by a majority vote of those present and voting on any annual meeting in regular business sessions, providing that such assessment has been recommended by the Council.


Section 4 - Nonpayment of Dues




Any member in arrears for two years, being notified of the fact by the Secretary/Treasurer in writing and not paying his/her dues within six months thereafter, shall forfeit his/her membership.  It shall be the duty of the Secretary/Treasurer to notify the Society of such forfeiture, which fact shall be entered on the minutes and the name stricken from the list of Members.  the notice aforesaid shall contain a copy of this Section.

Article VIII - Invited Guests




Any member may invite a physician in good standing to a meeting of the Society, and every such guest shall be introduced to the President and by the President to the Society.  The President may invite any such person to participate in the discussions, but all invited guests shall withdraw from the Business Meeting of the Society.

Article IX - Seal and Certificate of Membership




The Society shall have a distinct Seal, as well as a Certificate of Membership, a copy of which, signed by the Present and Secretary/Treasurer, every member shall be entitled to.
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Article X


Section 1 - Executive Session




There shall be held a Membership Business Meeting at each annual meeting, such Membership Business Meeting to be held at some time during the professional program.


Section 2 - Order of Business




 1.
Reading of previous year's Business Meeting minutes




 2.
Report of Treasurer




 3.
Report of Nominating Committee and election of officers




 4.
Proposal of Candidates for Membership




 5.
Election of Members




 6.
Report of Special Committees




 7.
Unfinished Business




 8.
New Business




 9.
Adjournment

Article XI - Parliamentary Procedure



Deliberations of the Society shall be governed by parliamentary usage, as contained in Robert's Rules of Order, when not in conflict with this Constitution and Bylaws.

Article XII



The Society may amend any article of the Constitution and Bylaws by a three-fourths vote of those regular members present and voting at any annual meeting provided that such amendment shall have been signed by three members and circulated to the entire membership by mail at least four weeks prior to the annual meeting or presented at a previous annual meeting. 

(Revised 7/99)

